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SPAIN AND UNITED STATES VISIT 
Statement by Minister for Industry and Enterprise 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Industry and Enterprise) [12.12 pm]:  My recent mission to 
Spain and the United States was successful in raising the profile and capabilities of Western Australia across a 
range of industry sectors, including energy, marine and defence, radio astronomy and biotechnology.  
Additionally, the mission proved invaluable in promoting resource development in Western Australia. 
My visit to the Navantia group in Madrid was part of the Logical Choice campaign to again reinforce Western 
Australia and, in particular, the Australian Marine Complex as the best site for the landing ship helicopter-dock 
amphibious ship project should Navantia be the successful tender with the upcoming federal government 
shipbuilding contracts. 
It is clear that Western Australia has emerged as a major player in the global liquefied natural gas market.  My 
visit to the fifteenth International Conference and Exhibition on Liquefied Natural Gas in Barcelona confirmed 
this and allowed me to promote WA as a safe, secure place for investment in this area.  Following on from this 
visit was the promotion of the Carpenter government’s AMC subsea oil and gas initiative at the Offshore 
Technology Conference in Houston.  I believe that this initiative has a great future and I am keen to further 
develop the relationship I have established with a number of these subsea companies. 
The mission to the USA was also successful in raising awareness at the BIO International Conference 2007 of 
the capabilities of the Western Australian biotechnology industry, as well as promoting Western Australia as the 
best location in the world to carry out the next generation of low-frequency radio astronomy experiments.  A key 
outcome from BIO2007 in Boston was the signing of a letter of intent with the Biotechnology Institute to 
develop the BioGENEius Challenge in Western Australia.  The BioGENEius Challenge will allow students from 
WA to participate in a world-class educational program designed to promote biotechnology.  I table the report 
into my mission to Spain and the USA. 
[See paper 2783.] 
 


